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Abstract: This paper discusses the mechanisms of transitioning towards sustainable developmental housing in the Saudi Arabia. It
attempts to shed light on the holistic concept of developmental housing as a housing program aligned with a sustainability framework
with its social, economic, and environmental dimensions. At the local level, clarifying this concept helps define the role developmental
housing can play within the housing system, transcending its purely material framework and contributing to the development of the
neediest families. The research relies on a theoretical approach and in-depth readings of studies and experiences related to developmental
housing. The research traces the historical transformation of the concept of developmental housing globally from a charitable approach
aimed at providing housing for the neediest families or vulnerable groups to an approach of empowerment and sustainability. The paper
utilized interview tools to understand local developmental housing procedures and the most prominent challenges facing beneficiaries.
The study results demonstrate that developing a clear conceptual framework for developmental housing can positively impact the
formulation of urban legislation and define the roles of stakeholders in the housing subsidy system.
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